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HACKNEY COMMUNITY DFFFNCF ASSOCIATION 


Set up in the summer of 198B t the Hackney Community 
Defence Association is a campaigning organisation which 
works in Hackney to challenge police attacks against the 
conimuni ty- HCDA hoids regular meetings on alternate 
Wednesdays. where all aspects of its work are discussed. 


There are five main areas of HCDA 1 s work. 

Legal defence; HCDA takes up cases of people who have 
suffered police injustice. 

Police monitoring; IICDA monitors police activity in the 
area* 

Public events: HCDA engages in political activity hy 
raising the issue of police injustice in the community. 

Para legal support; HCDA provides para-legal support to 
campaigns who are likely to find themselves in 
confrontation with the police. 

Comaunity Defence: HCDA seeks to build confidence and 
strength within the community so that people can 
readily challenge police injustice* 


If you want to learn more about HCDA write to HCDA, the 
Family Centre, 50 Rectory Road, London* Nlfi 7QY* Or leave 
a message on the answerphone on 071-240 0193. 


Cover photo by David Hoffman 





M. Living in Hackney 


Kadi cal history 

Hackney hos o ranical tradition winch matches its poverty ami deprivation. 
This radicalism has not been significantly based in Lhe Labour Movement, 
primarily because the area is not a home la any large scale industry. 
However, on issues which transcend purely economic affairs, Hackney has 
been in the forefront of political struggles* Ihree of the most important 
mass movements this century have been strongly based in Hackney and the 
tail End of London - the Suffragettes, the Communist Party and the anti¬ 
fascist movement. It should therefore come as no surprise to discover a 
strength of feeling and determination against the poll tax in Hackney, 


Uncmployaent/employment 

Hackney is generally recognised as one of the poorest boroughs in Dritain, 
enduring unemployment rates far higher than the national average* In the 
four years 19B4 - 87, when statistics hore some resemblance to reality, 
over one in five of the working population! was registered unemployed, more 
than double the national average* 

The largest employer in Hackney is Hackney Council. On December 1st 1988 it 
had a workforce of 8,SI9. All of these jobs have been threatened bv rate 
capping in recent years, and now by the poll tax, A quick glance at the 
Department of Employment's Statistics for 1988 shows that out of 75,302’ 
jobs in Hackney , 36,771 (49?) were i ri local government, transport, 
construction, distributive trades, and clothing manufacture, all Tow paid 
jobs* Only ?,575 (3.6?) worked in the higher paid engineering industry, and 
despite its proximity to the City of London and the new yuppie paradise 
docklands area, only S,DD9 (6,6?) jobs existed in finance, banking and 
insurance. 


Housing 

Hackney suffers from homelessness, poor housing stock and inadequate back 
up services* Alongside the large council housing estates Hackney has a 
'arge private rented sector (18.7? in 1981 compared to a national average 
of US), which is notorious for poor quality* 

In 1987 Hackney Council investigated 1,670 new cases of homelessness. This 
figure does not include the many 'homeless* people living in squatted 1 
accommodation* With recent estimates putting the number of squatted 
properties at 3,600, Hackney contains the largest squatter community in the 
country. 

Out of 46 , 0/2 council properties in 1988, 13,450 (?g,J?) were considered to 
be in an unsatisfactory state (ie, properties which are either unfit for 
living in, or lack basic amenities, or in need of basic repairs). Private 
sector stock is generally older than the post war council stock and council 
estimates suggest that over half (6,000 homes) are in an unsatisfactory 
condition. 

Alongside the imposition of the poll tax, council tenants have seen their 
rents, ex 1 tiding the old rates, increase by about double the rate of 
inflation. Private tenants have not generally had their rents reduced to 
take the Poll Tax into account and therefore have to find an extra £41*68 a 
month per member of household* 

Kca 1 th 

a recent report by the City and Hackney Health Authority entitled "Health 
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I. INTR<H)UCUOK 


ZTmmu xSe S 

:ni Jt e K d vrsrXi^^ 

wliiich developed into a confrontation between police mud protesters 
I“p5f,“CrJS and 57 arrested. Inside the Town Hall Hackney Connell 

set a pall tax charge af £499* 

it is normal practice for the Metropolitan Police to compile reports Into 
Jihlic disorder incidents. Home Secretary, Da rid Itaddmgton, demanded an 
uraerit Scotland Yard report into the Hackney disturbance t^e y 
Irninc However sijch reports are specifically prepared to meet the 
s?aEe«s'needs f^ tie policing of public disorders and are never made 
nnblic! "rail Litters to do with policing it is important that toe 
community, and its representative groups, compiles its own reports. 


This report has been compiled by Hackney Community 
(HCOAj in association with some of the people arrested 


Defence Association 
on March 8th. 
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IK BACKGROUND 


I. Against tho Poll Tax 


The scale uf opposition to the poll tax has taken many people by surprise. 
Who could have imagined Tory connci1 Tors resigning in protest against a 
Tory Tax? The opposition of working class people was expected* hut few 
Labour councillors have taken such a principled stand. The Labour Party's 
refusal to organise demonstrations against the poll lax has led to Lhe 
growth of an Independent political campaign across the country. In the 
absence of any other form of organisation* an alliance lias emerged whidi 
includes disi 1 lustoriod Tory voters, left groups, and the dispossessed 

people of Britain, 

Resistance to the poll tax lias been co-ordinated through a well 
orchestrated campaign of civil-disobedience; In Scotland many people have 
not paid a penny one year after its introduction, in England and Wales, 
where the tax has been introduced one year later* many have declared their 
intention not to pay. The campaign has united sections of the population 
who have very different ways of protesting against unpopular measures. 
After a decade of high unemployment, the replacing of social security with 
harder to get income support and widespread cuts in public services, there 
are many people who believe they now have little to lose by all-out 
confrontation. Public demonstrations against the pnh tax have drawn 

together on the streets those people opposed to the tax in principle, 
because it is unfair and Infringes on civil liberties, and those who see 
the poverty which the tax imposes as the last straw. Both sections of the 
population are equally determined to express their opposition t.o the tax. A 
long tradition of free speech and the right to protest is being continued. 

I lie poll tax directly affects council worker? and members of the community 
who rely on the services provided. Many councils have had to make 
widespread cuts in order to keep poll tax bills down. Hackney Council's 
poll tax rate of £4!?y inr.hides if0 million cuts in services; these include 
the closing down of the George Sylvester Sports Centre and of the Media 

Resources Centre* 100 redundancies as a result of a 15S cut in grants to 

the voluntary sector* and cuts in education, social services and 
environmental services* On the other hand, the poll tax is far more 
expensive to administrate than the old rates system. Thus money Is being 
taken away from services to implement the tax, pro-voking outrage among 
council workers and members of the community affected. 

It Is important to stress that broad sections of the population have not 
'suddenly 1 raised their voices against one unpopular piece of government 
legislation. Si nee 1 Ei 7 7, when the Labour Gove rnmen t cmmic neod making public 
expenditure cuts, the welfare state has been under consistent attack. At 
issue is rot simply how local services are to be paid for* but whether the 
welfare state itself is going to survive into the twenty first century. In 
effect the poll tax Suimariscs over a dneado of lhatdheritc at Lacks against 
the working class. 



in Hackney - found that the local population is suffering from "poverty and 
multiple disadvantages 11 ’. The report, which was published soon after the 
announcement that a planned extension to the Hoinerlon Hospital would not go 
ahead, disclosed high levels of fond poisoning, heart disease, 
tuherculosi s, and one Iti six smoking related deaths* 

Race 

Over half of Hackney's population is made up of people of non-British 
descent* It has become far toe easily accepted that black and ethnic 
minority eonnnunities suffer the highest levels of unemployment, work in the 
lowest paid jobs, live in the worst housing conditions, and suffer a high 
frequency of police harassment. 

Pul icing 

Hackney police have built up national notoriety in the past 20 years for 
brutality and racism. Since the death of Aseta Simms in Stoke Newington 
police station in 1971, there have been five other suspicious deaths in 
Hackney's police stations, including the shouting of Colin Roach In T983. 
There have also been a growing number or reports of cases of brutality and 
misconduct* including the well reported case of Trevor Monerville in 19EJ7* 

Police oppression has been met hy determined resistance. Throughout the 
eighties there was a Succession of community campaigns which culminated in 
tile setting up of the Hackney Community Defence Association in the summer 
of 1998. 

As in other inner city areas the police in Hackney have increasingly 
concerned themselves with public order policing. Norn and more, the police 
have acted as a force engaged in social control, rather than crime control. 
They have taken every opportunity to destroy any growing sense of community 
by criminalising sections of the population and closing down public meeting 
places* Ax in Elrixton and Netting Hill, black people and their pubs, clubs 
and cafes have specifically been targetted. 

In August 1939, 200 police sealed off Lhe Clapton Park estate while the 
home of a community leader was raided under the pretext of looking for 
drugs. Two weeks earlfer the home of another community leader on the estate 
had been raided without a search warrant* Armed police raids against Mack 
clubs, with press photographers in tow, Look place on several occasions in 
1988. These raids were linked to much media hype about Jamaican bardie' 
gangs. 

The Turkish and Kurdish communities have been subjected to police 
immigration raids throughout the years. After 37 people were arrested 
fDI Towing such a raid in February 1989, 6,000 people, mainly Turkish and 
Kurdish refugees* took to the streets in protest. 

The police Have also singled out squatters and their meeting places- for 
harassment. In 1986 the- Ihree Crowns public house in Stoke Newington was 
forced to cl use after a series of violent police raids. In 1988 a community 
centre set up by squatters oti Horthwold Road, Nffi, was closod down by the 
police, In the last two years the Cricketers pub has been subjected to 
regular police raids. On one occasion, a territorial Support Group unit 
entered the pub and ordered people to leave. Outside in the street more 
police officers started to abuse the people on their way home, and one 
person was viciously assaulted. 

The Stamford Hill estate in Stoke Newington developed into a squatting 
centre with over 120 flats squatted. In the spring of 1983 Hackney Council, 
needing to defend a failing housing policy, decided to renege on its non- 
evlctfon policy and announced that there was to be a mass eviction. 


Squatters put up determined resistance by barricading the estate against 
bailiffs and police. It was only when Hot police charged the estate that 
the council successfully evicted the squatters. 

Over the years ‘Hackney has seen many public demonstrations. The marches 
following Colin Roach's death in 1983 were attacked by the police leaving 
many people injured and arrested. More recently, the police adopted heavy 
handed tactics against the Third Annual "Wo Remember" Commemoration, held 
in January 1990, Demonstrations covering a broad range of issues, from 
immigration raids to support for the ambulance drivers, have been heavily 
policed in attempts to intimidate protesters and criminalise protest. Based 
on these experiences the community's expectations of the police at 
demonstrations is that there Mill be far too many in attendance, and they 
will behave in an aggressive manner. 


III- A week of demonstrations against the Poll Tax 

Or Monday March Btb, Haringey Council met at the Civic Centra to set its 
poll tax rate- A demonstration of some 500 people disrupted the meeting and 
caused it to be abandoned, there were 13 arrests- Throughout the week mass 
demonstrations against the poll tax across England and Wales featured on TV 
news programmes and in the press. The media focussed on the confrontations 
between protesters and police, highlighting the numbers of injuries and 
arrests* 

By the time the early evening TV news on Thursday March flth reported that 
Hackney Council was about to set its poll tax rate, a large crowd had 
already assembled outside Hackney Town Hall. Hackney's radical history, the 
prevailing economic conditions, a long standing breakdown in police 
community relations, and the gathering nwmenttum of a nationwide campaign 
against the poll tax, seemed to make it inevitable that a confrontation 
would follow. 


111. URtiAlflSAl IQH OF MIT MASS LOBBY 


I. Hackney Against the Poll Tax federation 


The Hackney Against the Poll Tax Federation (HAPTF) is arfilisted to the 
All Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federation, its principal role is to co-ordinate 
the activities of the Anti-^oll Tax Unions which have been organised on 
Hackney's Tinusing estates. The unions' work is devoted to preparing for the 
non-payment campaign* and mobilising support for demonstrations against the 
poll tax. 


If. iiaptf preparations 


Hie HAPlF's main concern in organising the mass lobby of Hackney lown Hall 
was to get people to attend. F’usters were f Typos ted and leaflets 
distributed around Hackney by the Federation and local Anti-Poll Tax 
Unions. 

The IIAPTF did not pay any attention to the stewarding of the demonstration* 
nor did they prepare any contingency plans in readiness for confrontation 
between police and protesters. The FTAPIT did not have any stewards at the 
demonstration who might have controlled the Situation at the outset, or 
help people who might get caught up in any violence. 

As well as the HAPTF, other organisations mobilised for the mass lobby. 
Most Importantly the Joint Shop Stewards Committee USSC), consisting of 
the main council unions* distributed leaflets advertising the event* 

The JSSC agreed to provide a public address system Tor a rally to be held 
outside the Town Hall. Speakers at the raMy were to include 
representatives from the HAPTF. Anti-Poll Tax Unions and trade unionists. 


UK IICHA preparations 


Although not 'officially' approached by any oF the organisers, HCDA 
recognised the potential for confrontation and arrests two days prior to 
the event. Four solicitors were contacted and asked to be on standby for 
the evening of March 3th to represent persons arrested. 2*5UU bust cards 
were produced giving protesters information on what to do if arrested, a 
telephono number to call, and an appeal for witnesses. 500 bust, cards were 
left at the Mare Street NAttiU office for distribution among the council 
unions* Two photographers were contacted to take photographs Of people 
being arrested. 



IV. 1 FlURSUAr MARCH 8TH 


1. Chronology of events 


The times given in this chronology of events are all approximate. Because 
the situation developed very quickly, and many incidents took place at 
similar times* we have kept to 15 minute Intervals to outline what took 
place. After the first arrest in front of the Town Mall* at approximately 
7.i5pm, 57 arrests wore made. Numerous police charges and sporadic fighting 
took place throughout the mid-late evening, and many missiles were thrown 
at the police. The demonstration was effectively over by 9.30pm, although 
isolated incidents continued late Into the night. 


6.00pm People begin to assemble outside Hackney Town Hall, about 200 
present. The lower windows or the building and those of the 
Housing Office in Reading fane have been boarded up. A private 
security firm Is patrolling the inside of the Town Hall with dogs* 

A scaffolding barrier has been erected by the council on the steps 
to the main entrance of the Town Hall forming a narrow passageway 
up the steps. At the foot of the steps in front of this passageway 
10-15 police officers are situated under the command! of a 
superintendent, a few police officers are at the top of the steps 
by the main doors. Plain clothes police are also in evidence on 
the steps, outside the barriers, and on Wilton Way beside the 
Hackney Fmpire, 

Police officers are much In evidence around the building. The 
polite headquarters is behind barriers cordoning off both, ends of 
Hillman Street behind the Town Hall. Green buses containing police 
reinforcements are parked In this area along with many police 
vans. Barriers guarded by police officers. 

Hie HAPTF is setting up a stall directly opposite the Town Hall 
steps* Militant has a stall on the right hand side of the square 
facing the building. HCnA members are distributing bust cards. 
Mary of the demonstrators are handing out leaflets to passers by 
or Mare Street. 

Police tell the organisers that 25 people will he allowed into the 
Council Chamber public gallery tn hear the poll tax debate* in the 
Assembly Hall at the side of the lown Hall, PQO people are to be 
allowed Into the Liberal Democrat's public meeting at which Paddy 
Ashdown is speaking, 

& + 30pm About 700 people present. The 0oint Shop Stewards Committee fails 
to provide a public address system, and HAPTF members discuss 
whether to commence the rally with a stand-in megaphone* A 
contingent of Socialist Workers Party arrives and takes up a 
position directly opposite the police facing the Town Hall steps 
an the other side of the service road. 5WP placards against the 
Poll lax are handed out to demonstrators. 

Demonstrators begin to chant slogans against Thatcher ("Maggie, 
Maggie, Maggie - Out. Out, Out”}" and against the poll tax ("No 
1*011 Tax, Mo Poll Tax, No Poll Tax, + *,")* 

In the fading light TV arc lights are turned on and directed at 
the crowd. 

6.45pm About I500 people present. Large numbers of anarch!sts/squatters 
begin to arrive and take up positions directly opposite the police 
lines, and In front of the $WP contingent. A small number of 
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people in this section of the crowd appear to ho drunk and 
carrying cans of beer* 

The HAPTF attempts to hold their rally from the Town Hall steps. 
Due? to the absence of an effective PA system the speeches are 
Inaudible beyond a limited area. After a couple uf speeches the 
rally Is abandoned* 

7.00pm The crowd quickly Swells to about 3*500, The make up of the 

demonstration is predomoninantly white* with equal numbers of men 
and women* There is a lot of pushing and shoving, and a few 
missiles are thrown at the police* mainly fruit and empty cans* by 
people directly in front of the police lines. The odd bottle arid 
heavier missiles are thrown from towards the rear or the crowd. 

A line of Territorial Support Group (T5(i/riut police) officers* 
wearing flat caps, forms up in front of the Town Hall steps. 

7.15pm About 4,000 people present and Llic crowd still growing. Ihc Town 
Hall steps are packed with people. The densest part of the crowd 
is standing on the right hand side (facing the Town Hall). A lot 
of pushing and shoving in front of the Town Hall and more missiles 
are openly thrown at the police by people in the front of the 
crowd. Protesters chant at the police "hut of the way". A 
significant number oT people, about 1500+ arc standing on the 
grass Sri the square opposite the Town Hall. 

The first arrest takes place. Two police officers from the steps* 
one in the front line and One free standing on the stops* arrest a 
white male from the left hand side (facing the Town Flail}* Hr? is 
dragged by police to a van parked in Heading Lane. Abuse is hurled 
at the police in response to the arrest, 

A short while Idler there is a big surge by the crowd and n#re 
arrests take place. Protesters are arrested trying to help others 
who have already been, arrested* Some protesters run from the 
fighting and others run towards the fighting. 

By 7+30pm more and mure missiles are being thrown at the police 
including a few small smoke bombs and flour bombs. I lie power on 

the TV arc lights is increased, i 11 uninating the whole ap'ea in 

front of the Town Hall* 

7.30pm 4*500 to 5,000 people present. For a short moment there is an 

eerie kind of silence before hand to band fighting breaks out 

between police and protesters on the left hand side (facing the 
Town Hall) in front of the steps. Police officers hold their 

ground on' the steps and more people are arrested. Officers who 
enter the crowd suffer violence when they get cut off from the 
police lines. 

A protester climbs onto tine balcony above the main entrance facing 
the square. He is handed a large banner saying "Pay no Foil Tax" 
and Is warmly cheered by the crowd. He stays on the balcony for 
about 3D mleiutes coming down just aTter 8.00pm. 

7.45pm I here is a concerted effort by demonstrators to overrun police 

lines and gain access to the building through the main entrance. 

The police maintain their position and skirmishes follow at. the 

foot of the steps. 

The focus of the demonstration begins to shift away from the main 
entrance to Heading Fare* 5oine protesters follow the police and 

arrested persons, and fighting continues* 

Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown is shouted down by the crowd 
as he is interviewed by IV news. About 2DO people try to force 

their way into the Liberal Democrat’s meeting. Police 

reinforcements come from Lhc rear of the Town Hall and form a 


cordon across the entrance to the meeting. The situation calms 
down and police let people into the meeting. About 100 
demonstrators enter the meeting with the people going to hear 
Paddy Ashdown speak, There Is no attempt to disrupt the meeting 
but protesters try to go from the hall through to where the 
council meeting Is taking place in the Council Chamber. They are 
chased out of the Town Hall by security guards with dogs, and 
police move into the meeLing to throw out protesters* There are no 
arrests at this stage* Town Hall windows are broken by 
demonstrators in Reading Lane, Police press protestors up against 
the car park fence* forcing many to retreat Dver the fence into 
the car park. 

A convoy of about 10 T5ti vans arrives and moves into Reading Lane 
from Hare Street. Demonstrators and bystanders standing on Reading 
lane by the Housing Office scatter as the vans arrive. 40-50 riot 
police form a cordon across Reading Lane in front of the side 
entrance to the Town Hall. Some ISC vans remain parked an Hare 
Street and some riot police move into the area facing the Town 
Hall. 

fl.OOpm There is a big push by about 400 people towards the entrance of 
the Liberal Democrat's meeting. Many of these people have moved 
from the fighting in front of the Town Hall, They are met by the 
police cordon* At this time there is a change of mood among 
protesters who become more actively anti~police. About £00 
demonstrators fight with police* An industrial refuse bin is 
turned over and rolled towards the police line* and a road traffic 
sign is used as a makeshift battering ram. The police retreat down 
Reading Lane and regroup hy entrance to Liberal bemocrat's 
meeting. Police then make a few small charges. 

Polsce from behind the Town Hall charge demonstrators standing by 
the entrance to the Liberal democrats 1 public meeting* Police dogs 
move into the car park and demonstrators climb the fence and 
escape down cycle path towards Richmond Road* Missiles are thrown 
at police throughout this period. 

8.15pm Until this point the police had an the whole soaked up a section 
of the crowd's violence against them with remarkable restraint* 
however, the increased involvement of the TSG unleashed a police 
assault on the whole demonstration, with indiscriminate attacks and 
arrests* 

Riot police in Reading l.ane draw truncheons and charge into the 
crowd, At the corner of the Town Hall the police line breaks up as 
police charge down Reading Lane towards Mare Street, and across in 
front of the Town Hall into the square. Bystanders on the 
periphery of the demonstration, including families and the 
elderly* are caught up in tile police charge* Police do not appear 
to make any arrests, but single out demonstrators by lashing out 
with their truncheons. Many people are screaming and some push¬ 
chairs are overturned by the charging police. 

Demonstrators spill onto Mare Street and a conscious decision is 
made to hring the traffic Id a standstill* About 40 of the ODD 
demonstrators in the road SiL down, [here arc about 2,000 people 
in the flare Street area* in the road and on the pavements opposite 
the Town Hall, The character of the demonstration changes* Many of 
the original protesters leave and are replaced by younger people. 

A motorcyclist is knocked off his bike. The crowd parts to allow 
an ambulance through Mare Street and cheers the crew. 

S.30pm Glenys Kinnock arrives for International Women's Lay festival at 
the Hackney Empire in Mare Street. About 12 demonstrators, some 
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masked, surround her car, hurling ahuse and kicking the car. 

Police charge along Wilton Way from the Town Hall to Mare Street. 
As they reach Mare Street they meet the isain body of the 
demonstration which ref>ulse5 the charge. For a brief moment the 
police appear to lose control of the situation. Demonstrators 
chase the police back down Wilton Way. Police re-group, draw 
truncheons and charge at the demonstrators who scatter. 

D.45pm Demonstrators throw bricks and debris at police lines in Mare 
Street from behind a fence enclosing a derelict area. 

About 70 police clear Town Hall square and drive a wedge into the 
demonstration on Mare Street opposite the Town Hall. Police block 
Mare Street by Richmond koad, then after to - 15 minutes appear to 
realise it is a tactical mistake. 

Scuffles continue between police and protesters in Mare Street 
opposite the Town Hall. Police begin to move people away from Town 
Hall area in the direction of the Narroway. 

Groups 30-40 strong converge on Morning Lane to make a crowd! 1DQ 
strong. The crowd moves down Morning Lane onto Mare Street, 
causing the police to back off. The crowd turns right into Mare 
Street and tears up paving stones to smash shop windows. Joined by 
more demonstrators to make up a total of about ?0Q, they enter the 
Narroway and more shop windows are smashed. 

9.00pm Although many people remain in Mare Street opposite the Town Hall, 
the poll tax protest is drawing to a close. More arrests are made 
as people resist police attempts to end the protest. Protesters 
cordoned off by police near the library are unaware of the 
situation developing in the Narroway, 

200 strong crowd in groups of 10-t& move through the Narroway 
smashing the windows of business premises and setting fire to 
titter bins* The crowd moves through the Narroway very quickly, 
there is not much looting, as protesters concentrate or causing 
damage. At the end of the Narroway some people return in the 
direction of the Town Hall; about IDO move up Lower Clapton Road 
in the direction of Hackney police station and continue to damage 
some shops. 

A brick is dropped on a woman police officer from the railway 
bridge over Mare Street. 

9.15pm Police arrive in the Narroway, 

About 75 people in small groups Converge an Hackney police 

Station. Windows are smashed and police lock the main entrance. A 
police car speeds round the corner and stops outside the police 
station. One PC and a WFC get out of the car and run towards the 
police station. They then turn round and run back up Lower Clapton 
Road where they are surrounded and attacked by demonstrators. The 
empty police car is overturned. 

About \2 mounted police come out of the police station and charge 
up Lower Clapton Road in the direction of the Lea Bridge 

roundabout. Although batons are drawn the police do not appear to 
use them. The police return along Lower Clapton Road at a trot 

harassing bystanders and people who have come out of the pubs to 
watch. 

9.30pm Police reinforcements arrive, by which time it is all over apart 
from a few isolated incidents. 


It, Emergency legal cover 


lhrouyhout the evening of March 8th» from /.00pm until 3.00am the next 
morning, HCDA -volunteers answered telephone enquiries and arranged 
solicitors for those people arrested- The first notification of an arrest 
came at 7. 55pm from the duty sergeant at City Road polite station, followed 
by another tall at S.lbpm, No further calls reached IlCOA from City Road 
police station. HCDA received one call from the duty sergeant at. Leman 
Street police station. HCDA subsequently learnt that defendants were being 
told by the police that HCfWs phone had been disconnected because the 
phoi>e bill had not been paid - thus defendants were denied their right to 
make a phone call. 

Between 11.00pm and 2.D0an HCDA volunteers attended City Road and Leman 
Street police stations and telephoned through details of persons arrested 
so that they could be put in contact with solicitors. HCDA volunteers also 
visited HMierton Hospital to advise any injured persons who might he 
arrested at the hospital. 
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V. arrests 


I. Overview 

According to police figures, 57 people were arrested on the evening of 
IHarch flth. Nine people appeared at Old Street Magistrates Court on the 
morning of March 10th. At those hearings three persons pleaded guilty to 
offences and were severely dealt with by the magistrates. One man pleaded 
guilty to affray (throwing tomatoes), and was ordered to go to an 
attendance centre for 36 hours (he has since been arrested again for 
involvement in the Lambeth poll tax demonstration despite the fact that he 
was not there); another defendant was fined f2S0 for spitting on a 
policeman's baclt; another was fined £50 for disorderly behaviour. 

Six defendants pleaded not guilty to a variety of public order offences. 
One person charged with assault, criminal damage and disorderly conduct was 
remanded in custody. His solicitor appealed against the decision and he was 
tater granted bail on condition that he stayed at his parents home in 
Blackburn* Four other defendants living in squatted accommodation were 
bailed to relatives living outside London. 

The police and media claimed that many of those arrested lived outside 
Hackney, Contrary to this claim HCDA found that only one person arrested 
had an address outside the immediate area. 

ft clear pattern of arrests emerges after the first one at 7.15pm. Between 
7J5pm and B.ODpm there were a number of arrests in the area at the foot of 
the Town Hall steps on the left hand side (facing the building), HCDA knows 
of 15 arrests. Those arrested were mainly charged with a variety of public 
order offences and a small number were charged with assaulting police 
officers, one person was charged with the theft'of a police helmet. All the 
persons arrested during this period were taken to City Road police station. 

Between fl*00pm and 8.30pm, when there was much fighting in Reading Lane and 
the police made their first significant charge, HCDA knows of' only one 
arrest. According to demonstrators, this was the time when police were 
struggling to gain control Df the demonstration and the police appeared to 
be more interested in beating demonstrators than in making arrests. 

Between A.30pm and 9*15pm, when the police were asserting their control 
over the demonstration, the police recoittnenced making arrests in the Mare 
Street.area opposite the Town Hall (HCDA knows of 14 arrests during this 
period, 1 . People arrested at this time were charged with more serious 
offences by T5G officers, including actual bodily harm against police 
ofijeers and major public order offences. Many of the people arrested 
during this period were subjected to police brutality. They were mainly 
taken to Leman Street police station* 

A^ter 9.15pm some people were charged with theft and burglary in connection 
with the looting in the Narroway (HCDA knows of only three such cases). 

HCUA knows of one person who was arrested in the area of Hackney police 

station, and a few people were arrested in isolated incidents after 9.30pm. 

All people arrested for theft and burglary and after 9.15pm were taken to 
Hackney police station. 

In total HCDA knows of 42 arrests that took place on the night of March 
8th; 31 of these approached HCDA for support. The fact that HCDA does not 
know the details of 15 arrests, could have been because not everyone 

received a r bust-card" (7,500 were distributed to 5,000 demonstrators). 
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However h it is more likely that, the majority of unaccounted arrest? were of 
those aroused of footing which, according to our information, was carried 
out by people unconnected with the demonstration. Those persons were 
unlikely to have had any information concerning HTDA. 

Out of the 31 people who contacted HC0A, 2ft pleaded not qu 11 t.y to their 
charges. By August 3rd, 2(i of these cases had been heard resulting in H 
acquittals, nine convictions and two hind overs + Two persons, Russell 
Uuxbury and Neil Harding, received prison sentences. Russel Ouxbury was 
convicted of assaulting a police officer at Old Street Magistrates Court on 
Nay ?2nd and received a three month prison sentence in addition to a three 
month suspended sentence for a previous offence* His release date from 
Pentorivi'lle prison is August 8th 1990. Neil Harding received a 12 month 
prison sentence for affray (see below) at the Inner London Sessions House 
on duly 23rd. At the time of writing he is being held in Elrixtan Prison. 
Gill Rogers was convicted of assaulting a police officer (see below) at Old 
Street Magistrates Court and received a 2FI days suspended prison sentence. 


Ar rests taken up by HCD.A 


Charges Total 

Not/ 
gui 1ty 

Guilty 

Bound/ 

over 

To be, 
heard' 

Obstruction of 
- the highway 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Disorderly behaviour 

5 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Threatening behaviour 

(5 

3 

2 

1 

- 

Obstructing police 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Theft of police helmet 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Assault policc 

5 

3 

2 

- 

- 

Affray 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Violent disorder 

f 

- 

- 

- 

f 

Actual bodily harm 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Grievous bodily harm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Gurgl ary 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Handling stolen goods 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

31 

14 

12 

2 

3 


Five defendants were charged with two offences; in these cases 
only the more serious charge has been recorded. Three persons 
pleaded guilty - to obstruction of tho highway, disorderly 
behaviour and burglary. 

' As Oil August 3rd 1990* 
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ll. Three cases 


fle low we hriefly describe three cases of people arrested at the 
demonstration. 


Gill Rogers 

Gill Rogers and her four children live in Hackney. On Thursday March 8th 
she went with her IS year old daughter, kelly, to Hackney Town Hall to 
protest against the poll tax. She didn't go looking for trouble and told 
her neighbour, with whom she left her other children,, that they would he 
home by nine o'clock. 

Gill and Kelly arrived at the Town Hall at 6,45pm and joined the crowd in 
front of the building chanting slogans against the poll tax. Gill felt it 
was a flood natyred protest and did not see any trouble from where she and 
Kelly were standing. 

Some time after 3.00pm, Gill and Kelly were ready to go home and started 
walking across Mare Street towards the library. Some people were sitting 
down in the road, and the traffic was at a standstill. They lingered 
briefly to sec what was going on, and were moved down the road by two 
policemen along with other demonstrators. 

Suddenly, a policeman grabbed Gill, and another took hold of Kelly, and 
frogmarched them down the road in the opposite direction to which they were 
going. Gill heard Kelly call out to her. She looked round and saw a 
policeman twisting Kelly's arm up behind her back and, with his other hand, 
digging her repeatedly in the kidneys. Naturally distressed at this sight, 
Gill moved towards her daughter, trying to get between Kelly and the 
policeman. Gill was immediately swamped under a sea of blue uniforms, and 
was held by three or four police officers in a doubled up position. She 
managed to take hold of Kelly's hand, who was crying, and told her to leave 
her and go home. Gill was then dragged off to a nearby police van. 

After a while Gill was joined in the van by a young man who had been 
arrested and the vehicle sped off to City Road police station, getting lost 
on the way. At the police station Gill objected to having her fingerprints 
taken before she was informed that the police have the right to do this 
under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. 

At t? midnight Gill was charged with assaulting a police officer} the 
police claimed that she hit a police officer around the head three or four 
times. She was eventually let out of City Road police station at about 
12.30am having spent more than three hours in custody. 

On Thursday July 5th 1990, Gill Rogers appeared at Old Street Magistrates 
Court and was found guilty of assaulting a police officer, She was given a 
28 days suspended prison sentence and ordered to pay £25 costs. 


Kate Mill son 

Kate Mi 11 son lives in Hackney and works in a centre fur the unemployed in 

South London. An active trade unionist all her working life, she went to 

Hackney Town Hall on March 6th to protest against the poll tax. 

Kate arrived at the Town Hall at b.IGpm and went to stand on the steps to 

the front entrance. She witnessed people geLting arrested in front of the 



Town Mall some time after T.OOpni aoi) was qa^tc 'determined to 

- right to 

peacefully. 

At about B.3fipm Kate wM n ^ * ^“Jnh ^crS^lWinfl 

"S°S^ towa^'tt Hackney IX? ^ stepped ««* « the 

lotion with U 1 U 0 „ way and stood on the corner. 

At this time yoli^ 

5Bt 2S?we'£S,"w- fen 1 -er one rr at they tried to 

S5J. »! violence. A VmKhoon Je^lpec the 

the head with a great deal ot to ^ DD ^ CP officer then told Her 

woman up and asked her if >*• J? whiV Kali retorted "it is my 

-mind your own fucking business * to wmeu 

business". 

The police officer hegan P“|J>iiHIi “ ^^sheTaT beit^trlated , 'a(i<l said 
S? S5 ^rs’lld r d^nirn^ to bftol/Xn 1 have'to go home." 

The police oficer continued to push kate an^n ^ulled^her^suede ^jac 

causing it to tear, eventual 1 y, hi e J him for his number, which 

see the amount of laying that she would be making a 

she could not see in the poor light, paying police officer said 

« «. J»“™ &»*-' 

Kate was then handcuffed by the police officer^ »’■<»» 

taken to Leman Street eoMce 

station. 

At the police station the officer she^thought her period 

she was left sitting on j tench still ha t0 go t0 the toilet- 

had Started and asked what she f° u ™.S e „ p S My i qo to the toilet"'. When 
To this an officer replied, T t0 menstruate and needed sanitary 

Kate said quitt embarrassed, released her 

SESE provided'her sanitary town! and escorfed her to the 

toilet. 

Eventually a black police officer came into ch « ^ us “f/ t r “" SJi “Jt be 

end dean shaven, and 

this officer was black and had a moustache. 

The black officer ^n proceeded ^ ^hforsi Kate^that she^had^shouted^t 

Ureaffi hoursiKale w»S 

Hhc-cdl, and had her photograph and 

fingefprinis talsen■ 

SddUi“a? charge < 'of pul'ice^ ftar'was brnught against her. 
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the existence of photographic evidence which contradicted the police story* 
She was fined £50 for each charge* 

Kate Mil Ison appealed against the guilty verdicts. At Kennington Crown 
Court on Thursday August 3rd she won her appeal overturning the 
magistrate's decision* She is now preparing to take out a civil action 
against the Metropolitan Police. 


Neil Harding 

Neil Harding has lived in Hackney for seven years. He recently began a 
business enterprise scheme to set up his own music publication business. A 
week before March 9th, Neil pulled a muscle in bis back which caused him 
much pain and restricted his movement* On Thursday March fith at about 
8.10pm he decided to go tD the anti-poll tax demonstration. 

Neil walked down the cycle path joining Reading Lane to Richrsond Road, to 
find police an<t protesters fighting beside the Town Kali* He stayed and 
watched for some minutes before walking back along the cycle path and up 
Richmond Road to Mare Street, and then to a place opposite the Town Hall, 
By the time Neil reached Mare Street protesters had blocked the traffic* He 
chatted briefly to some friends at about B*45pm* There were many people in 
the area and! missiles were being thrown at a line of about 30 police 
officers who stood facing Mare Street in front of the Town Hall square* 

Neil heard somehody near him shout "Police! 11 , and everybody around him 
scattered. Because of the injury to his back* Neil could not run and stood 
his ground to face a police officer running in his direction. He expected 
the officer to continue running past him* after the people who had been 
throwing missiles. Instead, the police officer shouted out to Neil that he 
was under arrest* Neil did not move, and made no attempt to resist arrest* 

The police officer took hold of the sweat shirt Neil was wearing* and in 
one movement* threw him head first into a bus shelter, causing him to fall 
to the ground. The officer then held him on the ground* 

Other protesters came forward to try and rescue Neil* One attempted to push 
the police officer away from him, and another took hold of him under the 
arms and tried to pull him upright* A woman police officer quickly arrived 
on the scene and pushed the other protesters away. Neil was again pinned 
down in the gutter, with the arresting officer's knee forced into his 
stomach, and his left hand around his throat. With his free hand the police 
officer radioed for assistance. 

When police reinforcements arrived Neil was dragged to his feet and marched 
across the Town Hall square, which the police had 1 cleared of protesters, to 
a police van* 

At Leman Street police station Neil was charged with affray, being accused 
of throwing bricks and debris at the police, and causing actual bodily harm 
to a police officer. 

On Monday July 23rd 1990 Neil Harding was found guilty of affray and actual 
bodily harm at the Inner London Sessions House. He was sentenced to 12 
months imprisonment. 
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VI* WOT GUILTY 


On Friday July 2/th 1590, Chas Loft was acquitted of affray at the Inner 
London Sessions House. The jury took less than half an hour to reach a 
unanimous verdict. This is Chas Loft's story. 


On March Gth I went to the anti-poll tax demonstration at Hackney Town 
Hall. I was looking forward to it as I knew there would be a good turn-out. 
When I arrived 1 was surprised to see a large number of police on the Town 
Hall steps, and the Town Hall was boarded up* These two things suggested 
that the ’authorities' had adopted a confrontational attitude to the 
protest. 

1 spent the next hour wandering around the Town Hall square looking for 
friends and joining in the- chanting. There was a good atmosphere of 
defiance and strength among the crowd with all kinds of people present. 

At about 7.20pm I joined the crowd in front of the Town Hall steps. It was 
like being at the front of a packed gig, with little freedom of movement 
and sudden waves of pushing and shoving. When I got to the front I saw a 
police-man shouting "come on then 11 at the crowd, he was very threatening, 
beckoning us with clenched fists, further along the line a policeman was 
holding a woman by the hair and punching her repeatedly in the face. These 

were officers from the TSG. identified by their flat caps. 

<1 

Until I went on this demonstration 1 thought 1 had 1 no illusions about the 
police* But when I actually got to the front of the crowd and saw how 
violent they were. I was frightened. As I turned to get away from the scene 
1 was grabbed by one Bf the TSG. Someone tried to pull me away from him and 
1 ended up on the ground. As 1 was getting up I heard someone say “get this 
one", and I was grabbed and dragged away towards Reading Lane. At this 
point 1 was amazed rather than frightened at what was happening to me. I 
was not surprised that the police were arresting people for no reason, but 
1 couldn't believe it was happening to me. I started shouting ”1 haven’t 
done anything" and someone shouted ll it's alright, I’ve got photos", which 
didn’t seem much use to me at the time. 

1 was put in a police carrier in Reeding Lane and a police sergeant told me 
that T had been arrested for shouting, swearing and kicking a police 
officer; it was as if he was reciting a mental list. I was marie to sit at 
the back of the van next to the police officer who had arrested me. When l 
complained that I'd done nothing, he said that he was going to take me to a 
closed van and give me a "fucking gong kicking”. When we arrived at City 
Road police station the same officer told the desk sergeant to hurry up 
because he wanted "to get back to the fun." 

The time I spent in the police station was pretty uneventful* I was held in 
an an unlit cell for about four hours before being charged and released. 

My first, court appearance was very frightening because until then I did not 
know what I was supposed to have done. Jt was only when 1 read the police 
statements, and saw that T was supposed to have lashed Dut at police 
officers and kicked one, that I realised I was in serious trouble. 
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Some time after this 1 attended an HCGA irseeliny for March 8th defendants. ] 
was shown photographs taken by HCDA of my arrest and began to realise the 
significance of what had been said to me when the police were carrying me 




away. From the photos two witnesses to my arrest were identified antf 
quickly traced. 

My solicitor was fairly confident that I would be acquitted, but he seemed! 
to have some difficulty understanding the facts of my case* In early July T 
rang him and was told that my case would probably be up in a couple of 
weeks* 8y this time two more witnesses, who had been standing near me just 
before my arrest, had been found {one by HCDA and one by myself after 
scrutinising a picture in the 'Guardian* showing the crowd immediately 
before T was arrested), 

] met my barrister to go through the details of my case on Thursday July 
12th, I was feeling good about rny chances and my barrister agreed with me 
that we should ask for more time to prepare the case as statements had not 
been taken from all the witnesses. He told me to contact my solicitor the 
next morning so that the statements could be taken. 

Then, all of a sudden, everything fell apart. When 1 phoned my solicitor 
the next day 1 learned he had gone on holiday* The same afternoon his 
secretary rang to tell me I was up in court on Monday July 16th at 10.00am 
and that my barrister could not make it as he had to go to a funeral. 

Over the weekend HCHA took statements from my remaining two witnesses and 
arranged for all my witnesses to get to court* I discussed my situation 
with HCDA and I decided that if the stand-in barrister could not get the 
case adjourned I could sack him and appear unrepresented, forcing the judge 
to adjourn it. 

1 went to court determined! to follow this through. However, my barrister 
told me that the judge could force me to defend myself, He was pretty 
aggressive about it and at one point told me that he wasn't going to 
represent me anyway* After all this, my trial was adjourned because one of 
the police officers was going on holiday the next day. 

(hi Thursday July 26 1 turned up at court for trial, ny barrister, the 
stand-in again, had another case tD finish before my case could get 
underway* He finished In one court at lO.fiSam and came straight over to 
represent me at 11.00am* 

% barrister's cross examination of the police was pathetic. He 
concentrated on the structure of the TSG and a possible breakdown in 
police communications. This all seemed irrelevant to me as the police 
officers in the witness box claimed to have seen me aim blows at police 
officers and kick one* 

At one stage T called my barrister over to me and told him to ask why the 
police had said in their statements that I was facing them when arrested 
while I was running away. He managed to trap one officer on this point* 
when he said he couldn't remember if I was facing him or not. 1 watched the 
officer hesitate, and waited in vain for my barrister to point out that it 
wasn't a question of memory because the contradiction was in his statement, 
written on Mrach Sth shortly after I had been arrested. 

When the prosecution^ case was over I could not believe that my barrister 
had failed to trip them up* T was sure that I would be convicted, 

lb the lunch break 1 spoke to my barrister and was gobsmacked when he said 
he wanted to change the defence case. One of the police officers had 
misinterpreted a photograph of mo getting arrested and had then been 
contradicted by another officer. This was totally irrelevant to me as my 
barrister had virtually inoored their claim to have seen mo attack police 



officers. But here lie was asking me Lo abandon most of my evidence and that 
of my witnesses, fly now I felt completely demoralised and so ] agreed to 
his suggestion. 

Luckily for me the support and advice I received from HCDA gave me the 
confidence TO speak to my barrister and insist that I would be sticking to 
my original defence. 

When 1 came to give evidence I actually enjoyed it. After four months of 
worry, and all the police liosj it was my first chance to tell people what 
really happened. Because the whole incident was so ingrained on my memory, 
I had no trouble dealing with the prosecution barrister when she cross- 
examined me. After my evidence two witnesses were called, the photographer 
who had been so crucial to my defence, and a witness who had been traced 
from one of his photographs, 

6y the end of the day I felt fairly confident. However, 1 could not get 
over my frustrations at the missed opportunities of the morning, Vith the 
evidence all heard, the summing up was to take place the next morning. That 
evening I made a list of all the points I wanted my barrister to make in 
his summing up. I'm glad 1 did because he mentioned all my points and, 
after my acquittal, bragged that he prepared his speech just five minutes 
before entering the court. 

I was acquitted despite my barrister and thanks to HCDA, my witnesses and 
my own efforts, Now that it is all over this is how I feel about my case. 

Firstly, l was found not guilty, but I served a four months sentence in so 
far as throughout that time my whole life was dominated by the prospect of 
a prison sentence or a heavy fine. 

Secondly, the whole legal System is there tD process the defendant. My 
barrister told me to leave all the worrying to him, all I had to dD was be 
there. If I had done that I'd probably be in prison now. I discovered that 
it is essential to work on your case yourself and remember that you 
instruct your solicitor and barrister. Just because someone has a law 
degree doesn't mean they know it all. It is very hard to avoid being sucked 
into the legal factory without the involvement of defence campaigns or 
organisations like HCDA. Apart from anything else, the actual physical 
presence of HCDA and my family and friends enabled me to handle the 
intimidatory atmosphere of the court. 

Thirdly, I won. What does this mean? I won the right lo carry on with my 
life. I have found it difficult to put the case behind me, not least 
because my barrister did not ask the questions I wanted asked. I wanted 
everyone to know, not only that there was 'reasonable doubt 3 as to my 
guilt, but that two police officers sat down and made up a pack of lies 
against me. I very much regret not defending myself, as HCDA suggested to 
me on a few occasions. I would lave to have had one of those bastards in 
the witness box, not knowing what to say, and squirming In the knowledge 
that the whole court knew he was lying. This is the hardest thing for me to 
think about. I 'got off 1 , but I didn't do anything. The police 'got away 
with it 1 , even if they didn't convict me. They didn't need to. They scared 
me and messed up my life for a bit, a conviction would only have been the 
icing on the cake. 

Finally, the "authorities 1 used my case, and others like it, to pretend 
that a load of hooligans went down to the Town Hall that night anri attacked 
the police. The only hooligans l saw were wearing blue uniforms, and anyone 
who fought back has my respect. 



VI1. PERSONAL ACCOUNTS 


[n this section of the report, we have recorced four personal accounts by 
people who were on the demonstration. The views expressed in these acounts 
do not represent the views of IlCilA. 


"Nut like a riot 11 


1 got the bus with my partner from Stamford Ifill to Hackney Town Kali, 
arriving there 3t 6.30pm, There was already quite a large crowd. The Town 
Hall windows and doors were hoarded up and three lines of police were 
standing on the steps by the front entrance. Between the entrance and the 
police there was a small group of protesters and publfc speakers. 

With my partner, I went to the front of the crowd, where people were 
chanting anti-Thatcher and anti-poll tax slogans. 

After a short while the crowd became more compact and swayed with the force 
of people. Some people started throwing things which caused the crowd to 
move away. There were several surges with people being pushed from the back 
into the line of police. At one point we wore pushed right to the front and 
we both fell over. 1 was frightened and struggled to get back on my feet 
and move back into the crowd. I saw ray partner fall over in front of me, 
and while he was trying to stand up two policemen grabbed him and, although 
he hadn’t done anything wrong, carried him away, 

I panicked. I thought 1 (lust try and see where they were taking my partner. 
I saw another woman running to stay with her arrested partner, the police 
considered this to be an attack and she was hit very hard by two officers. 
Other policemen were grabbing anybody jrs their way and with much force 
throwing them aside. Frightened, 1 went back to the entrance of the Town 
Hall. 

At about 7.4Spm a young man got on the Town Hall balcony above the 
entrance. He waved a banner and the crown cheered him. 

People started moving to the right hand side entrance of the Town Hall. [ 
saw the IV cameras interviewing the Liberal Democrat's leader, Paddy 
Ashdown, and I though this was why interest was moving to that part of the 
building. People were throwing things at the lights on the porch and 
shouting, some people were trying to gain access to the building. 

Suddenly the police got outrageously aggressive. They started forcing 
people down, the side street [Reading Lane] towards the square saying "Right 
everyone, time to go home." I went to the protest with the intention of 
flaking a stand, a peaceful protest - I did not want to go home. 1 tried to 
stand still, but 1 saw other people being hit and arrested when they did 
not retreat. I began moving into the square. 

Because I am short, 1 was especially aware of other women about my height, 
5’ 4", being beaten up if they tried to stand still, or flake any objection 
to the police behaviour, f gut thrown out of the way by the police on one 
occasion and, very frightened, ran to get away From the trouble. 


At. one point the police charged at us very aggressively forcing us back 
into the square. Gy this time the crowd had blocked the main road, stopping 
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buses and cars. A police car come up the road and was stopped by the crowd, 
an amhii lance was then allowed through. 

T stayed in the square and watched the police make various charges towards 
too people in the road. Eventually I saw the police make a charge straight 
into the middle of the crowd splitting it into two groups. At the same time 
a line of police came from the Town Mall and forced everyone from the 
square to join a section of the crowd in Mare Street. We were then moved 
down the street in the direction of the ttarroway. I stayed near the police 
line because I felt I was being denied my right to make a peaceful protest, 
but anyone who didn't move down Mare Street was beaten or arrested* 

As we were being forced down Mare Street, some young people ran to the 
shopping centre and started breaking windows and setting fire to litter 
bins. It was not like a riot, with looting, it all seemed hopeless and 
unconnected with the protest against the poll tax. 

At this point I gave up and walked to the end of Mare Street. Only a few 
people were left In this area, some were sitting on the church wall 
shouting at people to stay and protest against the poll tax, other people 
wore saying that mounted police had arrived. 1 walked home to Stamford 
Kill. 


"Two demonstrations" 


As chairperson of the Hacknay Against the Poll Tax Federation, I was one of 
the organisers of the anti-poll tax demonstration. 1 arrived at the Town 
Hall at about 6 o'clock and was shocked to find the lower windows, and 
those of the housing office in Reading Lane, boarded up. On the steps 
directly in front of the main entrance a scaffolding barrier had been 
erected making a passage to the main door. This cordoned off section was 
occupied by a squad of uniformed police. A smalt crowd had gathered on the 
pavement just across the service road in front of the Town Kail. 

I found the HAPTF secretary only to hear the had news that the PA system we 
were expecting to be brought by the Joint Shop Stewards Committee had not 
turned up. I was also told that a security firm was patrolling inside the 
Town Hall with dogs. Only forty people were going to be allowed into the 
public gallery of the Council Chamber through a side entrance. 

With access to the building severely limited and without a PA to address 
the rally, we were faced with a massive problem. Maw could we co-ordinate 
the protest? I helped set up a table on the path opposite the Town Hall, by 
which time the crowd was rapidly growing. I particularly noticed one man 
who was wearing an expensive suede jacket and casual clothes, was listening 
to a personal stereo, and was clearly out of his head on something. He kept 
demanding the placards 1 was laying out on the table. He finally grabbed 
two and walked off. The next time T saw him he was at the front of a crowd 
up against the police pushing the placards into the races of the nearest 
two police officers. 

A stand in megaphone arrived while the HARTF secretary was being 
interviewed by a TV team. When he finished wo quickly discussed what to do 
about the rally, planned to begin at 6.30pm. Of most concern to us was the 
arrival of a large group of SwP supporters, with placards and megaphone, 
clearly planning their own actions. There was a lot of confusion at this 
stage. People were milling around in a strange atmosphere of expectancy, 
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heightened by the boarded up bunding in front of us and the presence of TV 
and radio crews. 

By the Lime we made our way to the Town Hail steps to begin the rally, the 
SUP had moved like a phalanx directly in front of the police and started 1 a 
loud and insistent chant* The stops had filled up and the crowd was rapidly 
s-elling. I started to address the crowd over the megaphone, speatimi about 
the Council meeting gerng on inside the building. !l was clear that. ! was 
not making any impression above the volume of noise* By now it was getting 
dark and the TV crews were positioning arc lights at the top of the steps, 

[ handed the megaphone over to someone with a louder voice and went down 
into the crowd. It was almost impossible to hear what he was saying. 

Two or three more people tried to address the crowd over the megaphone 
before wo gave up. Tho noise level was impenetratable* the size of the 
crowd much larger than we had expected, ft mention on the early evening news 
had attracted more people than our leaflets* We had no hope of influencing 
the situation with our slender resources. My previous anxiety to control 
what was happening gave way to exhausted detachment. From the steps L could 
see people hanging out of bus windows as they drove along Mare Street* In 
front nf the steps there was a dense crowd of mainly young people, in a 
semi-circle around the square there were Families, older people and 
onlookers. 1 went down to join them. 

Scuffles broite out. I couldn't see why, but I could sea that the TV lights 
trained on people had the effect of raising the temperature. Finding 
themselves literally in the limelight increased the excitement in that part 
of the crowd and among the police* And that, for the most part, was all 
that IV viewers saw. They didn't see the large numbers of people standing 
back around the square in the shadows. But these people were just as angry 
with what the council was doing behind closed donrs and boarded up windows. 
You could tell their feelings by the way they clapped and cheered when a 
young man climbed up on the balcony overlooking the square with a large 
ir Pay no Pall Tax" banner. Occasional! 3y the crowd was split up by a police 
charge. 

To my mind there were two demonstrations. One was active, the section that 
surged round to the side entrance in Reading Lane when it was discovered 
that Paddy Ashdown was addressing a meeting, and then stopped the traffic 
in hare Street* And the other was passively watching, moving out of the way 
when trouble came their way. 

Later that night the active demonstration was in Mare Street, the steps 
were almost deserted* [ showed a friend the way to the nearest toilets in 
the Florfield pub. Returning ten minutes later there was a police cordon 
across Reading Lane* A police officer informed us that we couldn't get 
through to the lown Hall, it was now a "sterile area". We then decided to 
irake our way horns. 


"Love to have a go" 


3 arrived at the Town Mall at 6.10pm on the night of March 6th. I 
recognised many faces in the crowd of about '10D. [ had walked to the 
demonstration through the back streets, where 1 hod seen-a large number of 
buses and vans with police sitting in them. 



I wasn’t surprised to see the Town Hall boarded up as f had been told about 
it earlier in the day. I had also been told 1 about groups of young people 
hanging around the l own Hall asking 'what tine's the riot?' 

I wanted to do ‘something* so T helped to give out the HCDA bust-cards. 
Initially this involved walking in and out of the crowd, and I took the 
opportunity chat to people 1 knew. As the- crowd continued to grow it 
became impossible to continue walking about, so I stood in one spot on 
Wilton Way and gave but the bust-cards to people as they arrived. The 
majority of people were only too willing to take the cards. Some older 
people on the fringes of the demonstration said they didn't need them, as 
did some casually dressed young men who looked like plain clothed police. 

As the crowd continued to grow, a fairly large number of people who I would 
describe as squatters began to arrive. Virtually all of these people 
collected bust cards and then moved into the area directly in front of the 
police at the bottom of the Town Hall steps. This area was filled almost 
exclusively with squatters. Members of the Socialist Workers Party were 
lined up behind the squatters chanting slogans. 

The first arrests came after many things had been thrown at the police. 
After I had finished giving out bust cards I joined the protest on the Town 
Hall steps, from there I watched members of the crowd throw bottles* beer 
cans and the occasional placard at the police. I saw one smoke bomb thrown. 
Many Of the missiles missed the police and hit other demonstrators. 1 
cannot recall seeing a single police officer getting hurt and being taken 
away as a result of the crowd's actions. At the front, a number of people 
were spitting on police officers and some were making gestures of defiance* 
such as 'V 1 signs. Officers from the left hand side of the Town Hall began 
to arrest a number of people and as they were pul Ted away quite a large 
number of people tried to rescue them. 

A black lad managed to scramble on to the balcony and hoisted above his 
head a ’Pay No Poll Tax' banner. He was greeted with tremendous applause 
and cheering by the crowd. The lad was clearly enjoying himself, but after 
a few minutes the crowd lost interest in him and you could see the anxiety 
on his face. He was obviously worried about the risk of getting arrested 
when he got down. 

At this point a number of people announced that Paddy Ashdown was speaking 
at a Uheral Democrat’s ralty at the side entrance to the Town Hall, many 
people started moving in that direction. The lad on the balcony saw his 
opportunity to climb dawn, and was assisted by people on the steps near 
him. 

As we moved towards the Paddy Ashdown meeting, police got out of their vans 
and buses. A number of people managed to get into the hall and were quite 
forcibly removed* Hand to hand fighting broke out as the police struggled 
to retain control. As the crowd moved away from the side of the Town. Hall a 
number of people decided to stop the traffic on Mare Street. People were 
extremely nappy and shouting loudly. Some peopJe sat in the road, but most 
people didn't bother. 

I walked along to the area close to the Hackney Empire and saw a car being 
escorted by the police. Someone shouted that it was Glcnys Kinnock and 
there was a lot of booing. A number of people were kicking the car and 'were 
brutally attacked by police officers who quickly ran to the area. 1 saw one 
demonstrator viciously thumped and knocked over before being arrested. One 
young black lad looked to be badly hurt as he was pulled into a police van. 
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$ young white 1 act had lujon knocked off his motorbike and tin ambulance 
turned up to Luke him away. As the ambulance drove through Hie crowd there 
was d huge cheer and applause. The crew were smiling and waving back, 
burlier, a St John's ambulance had been refused the right to travel through 
because, in thr words of some demonstrators, 'thev had scabbed on ambulance 
workers'. 

At about B.4Lip-T the police must have decided to try and clear everyone from 
the area and begun making charges to the left and right. 

Thinking hack on the demonstration 1 am critical of many of the 
organisations involved. It was the Poll Tax Federation who organised the 
demonstration, hut they took no account of just how angry people were. 
Surely they must have known that the presence of so many police around our 
boarded up Town Kail was bound to be Seen as provocative. The Union leaders 
involved in organising the demonstration were incompetent for not providing 
a PA system so that a rally could take place. The two main political 
parties behind the demonstration. Militant and the Socialist Workers Party* 
earned no respect from me that night. Militant supporters f of which there 
were very few present, stayed well away from the main body of the 
demonstration. The Socialist Workers Party, while chanting extremely loudly 
and encouraging others to have a go. did little more than this. 

In conclusion, it has to be said that there were a few people who turned up 
with the intention of attacking the police. The police wore able to launch 
a number of attacks against angry but peaceful demonstrators, who were not 
on the whole prepared to defend 1 themselves, tt seeioed to me that by the end 
of the demonstration many people would have loved to have a go and attack 
the police, and only did not do 50 because they were not organised. 


Sacked for an extended tea break 


March 8th was International Women's Day at the Hackney tmpire, As an 
employee of tee theatre 1 went to work as usual. On my way into the 
building I couldn't help hut notice the crowd that was gathering io the 
Town Hall square to protest against the poll tax. 

1 was working in the upper circle of the theatre, the door of which 
directly faces the Town Mall* Whilst tearing tickets E watched rm>r@ and 
more people come to voice their disapproval of this unjust tax, I could 
hear their anger as they saw that the Town Hall was boarded up, and that 
the majority of them would not be allowed into the meeting. Somehow, 
bypassing the barricade of police who were guarding the Town Hatl, a young 
black guy managed to climb up onto the balcony overlooking the square. 

The crowd roared, some shouted to him to break in and disrupt the meeting. 
After this ] went upstairs into the tmpire. After about half an hour of the 
show [ decided to take my ted break and join the demonstration. 

Outside the mood had changed, People were getting angrier, and frustrated. 
Anti police and lhatcher songs were being chanted with the crowd throwing 
things arid spitting at the police. 

Suddenly, the crowd surged forward am! the police, who had previously been 
calm, retaliated, [ was standing in the middle of the crowd. [ was being 
pushed from the rear, and the people i'i front nf me were trying to escape 
the police truncheons, for a moment. E felt as if 1 would be crushed to 
death, but Lhc w*iul“ crowd seemed to disperse backwards onto Mitre street. 
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VIII- WHAT THE PAPERS SATO 


"POLL I AX HUB LOUTS SHOPS 1 ' read the frontpage headline in the 'Sun' of 
Friday March 9th- "MOB RULE" blurted 'Today 1 ; "LOOTERS ON RAMPAGE" screamed 
the 'Daily Mrrror 1 . A photograph of a man throwing a missile through 
MacUonald's window featured in four national newspapers- 

"PM BLAMtS MILITAKCV ON LABOUR" said the 'Guardian 1 , likewise Lite 'Tillies' 
"TJIATCIIfR HT1TS AT MILITANT OVTR PULL TAX". 

These were the two themes wnich domi ruled the national press coverage of 
the Hackney anti-poll tax demonstration. The "gutter press" focused on the 
looting that Look place,, amj the "quality press" concentre Led on Militant's 
involvement in the campaign against the poll tax, but still found space tn 
nighlight the looting. The looting theme was returned to on Saturday 11th 
with many papers visiting the Narroway tn speak to shopkeepers and assess 
the damage to the A3 shops which had their windows smashed. 

Ihe must notable exception to the national press's coverage was the 
'Independent' whose March 9th frontpage headline rend "POLICE BATON-CHARGE 
POLL TAX PROTESTERS". And Hackney's local, the 'Hackney Gazette's gave a 
more balanced report on the events of the evening under the satirical 
headline "A TAX OF DERISION: ATTACKS OF MATT_", 

In general the press did what they do best - sensationaltse events in order 
to sell their newspapers. The violence was attributed to Socialist Workers 1 
Party, Militant and anarchist agitatators (the 'Times’ even went to great 
lengths to explain how anarchists have co-ordinated anti-poll tax protests 
as a disciplined force), there was, however, no mention of what it's like 
to live in Hackney- 

Margaret Thatcher, never one to miss an opportunity to politick at Labour’s 
expense, was given much space tn attack Militant and the 30 Labour MPs who 
had stated their intention not to pay the poll tax. Ihese MPs, she 
intimated, were directly responsible for the violence:, a conclusion she 
reached while 400 miles from Hackney in Glasgow. Paddy Ashdown, a veteran 
of the British Army's ongoing campaign against Irish nationalists, was 
there On the night, so he was more than qualified to compare the Hackney 
scones to those he had witnessed in the six counties. Did he, we wonder, 
secrelety feel the need for the same solutions? Hackney's own chief of 
police, Chief Superintendent ill all Hulvihill, came over as the 
personification of reason itself, as he explained how local people had the 
right to demonstrate and had done so in a peaceful manner only to be 
upstaged by a small hard core of agitators. 

As might have been expected by the people who attended the demonstration, 
the media's coverage of events bo-rc little resemblance to what took place 
that night- Militant hardly figured at all in the demonstration, and there 
was actually very little looting. Although protesters did take out their 
frustrations on business premises, the damage only occurred after the 
police forcibly ended the demonstration by pushing people in the direction 
of Hackney's shopping centre. 
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IX. CONCLUSION 


This report has-tried to put the events in Hackney on March Sth in the 
broader context of politicJl protest against the poll tax. 
'Criminalisation 1 has been a corner-stone Of the government's policing 
policy throughout the iPSO's, but nowhere is the criminalisati an of 
legitimate protest seen more clearly than in demonstrations against the 
poll tax. lh the 'Daily Express' of March 9th, Thatcher said of the Hackney 
demonstration "It is precisely the type of violence we have seen before at 
Grunwiek, In the coal strike and at Mapping, and it is the negation of 
democracy* 11 On Saturday March 3tst, the eve of the introduction of the poll 
tax in England and Wales, a national demonstration marched from Bennington 
Park to Trafalgar Square. Again there were running battles between police 
and demonstrators with widespread damage caused to London's West End* The 
events of that day, the massive police follow-up operation to make more 
arrests, and the severity of the courts in sentencing, confirms that the 
government, police and courts are sparing no expense to criminalise the 
protest against the poll tax. 

The criminalisation Df protest is a political strategy by which the 
government, police, courts and media* combine to portray demonstrators as 
criminals engaged in illegal activity, for the strategy to work there has 
to be a high number of arrests followed by convictions in the courts. The 
only means by which the organisers of demonstrations can challenge 
criminal 1sation is by setting up defendants' campaigns, and by winning the 
court cases, in order to demonstrate that the policing of protest is a 
political not a legal concern. 

Labour controlled Hackney Council has always prided Itself in running local 
services with an open door policy. On the evening of March Sth, when 
important decisions were to be made concerning the future of Hackney, the 
Town Hall was boarded up, private security guards with dogs patrolled the 
building, and only a few members of the public were allowed into what 
should have been a public meeting. It was inevitable that such actions were 
going to provoke hostility amongst demonstrating residents. It is evident 
that in the early part of the demonstration, until 3.00pm, protesters were 
attempting to gain access to the Town Hall. Iri order to do so they had to 
overrun police lines, and police officers were used as a buffer against an 
angry crowd. 

Following the spate of demonstrations against the poll tax across the 
country in the days preceetling the Hackney demonstration, the Hackney 
Against the Poll Tax Federation should have been aware of the likelihood! of 
a disturbance. The Town Hall unions, who had become aware of the security 
arrangements earlier in the day (including the mounting police presence), 
must have known that the council had set a course for confrontation. Tet na 
attempts were made to organise stewards for the demonstration. Much more 
importantly, the absence of a public address system meant that the planned 
rally could not go ahead. 5,000 people attended a demonstration without a 
focus and without speeches to listen to; what else were people going to do 
other than hurl abuse at the police officers between them and the subject 
of their anger? 

Until a. 15pm the police, with some notable exceptions, showed restraint in 
dealing with the demonstration. They were subjected to a high level of 
abuse, both verbal and physical. However, it would be wrong to suggest that 
the police were disinterested bystanders in the early part of the 
demonstration. It appeared to HCUA as if senior Hackney police officers 
took advantage of the demonstration to engage in a public relations 




exercise. For the First parr, of the demonstration they kept j very low 
profile, wishiny to portray themselves as the innocent party attacked by an 
angry crowd,, in an attempt to restore public support For Lhe police and 
boost morale. National attention has been focussed on the police in the 
past year, most notably after Lhe Hillsborough tragedy and the release oF 
the Guildford F"our* In Hackney, HCDA itself has drawn attention to some 
cases of police malpractice including the detention of two tIAPs, Hr and Mrs 
Burke* the beating of Raphael Joseph and the Fitting up of Glenford Lewis 
and william Gordon, All these incidents, on both a national and local 
level* have drawn the public's attention to police ineptitude and 
malpractice* and in turn, they have hit police morale. Given that the 
police were publicly acting for a Labour council at such a media orientated 
event, they were unlikely to begin the evening with violent charges* The 
policy of tolerance did not continue all evening however, but changed 
radically after all the camera crews rushed off their film for the evening 
news programmes* 

HCDA rejects the notion that political agitators were responsible for the 
developing violence. However, there were present at the demonstration a 
small number of people in a drunken or drugged state who did not help the 
process of political protest; demonstrators who were injured by missiles 
badly aimed at the police can testify to this* It is obviously important 
that people who attend political demonstrations have their wits about them 
in order to deal with any eventuality. It is also important that 
demonstrators act democratically, with care and concern for other 
demonstrators* 

excessive police violence coirtfienced with the deployment of the Territorial 
Support Group* particularly following the police charge down Heading Lane 
at fi,15pm* From then onwards skirmishing took place in the area of the Town 
Hall, largely as a result of police brutality and aggressiveness. A 
significant feature of the demonstration was that protestors refused to 
accept that the police could make arrests at random* Many of those who were 
arrested had gone to help people who they had seen assaulted or wrongly 
arrested by the police. HCDa rejects completely the notion, current amongst 
policing strategists, that anyone who attends a demonstration is 'fair 
game 1 for violent assault or arrest. There should be no such thing as 
indiscrimiuate policing* 

The damage caused to the business premises on the ffarroway was a result of 
poor policing strategy. The police directed people away from the Town Hall 
in the direction of the Narroway. for a short period they even stopped 
people from leaving the demonstration in the opposite direction. Between 
the police and the Narroway there was a high concentration of protesters, 
blocking the police's access. 

A1 though there was some looting in the Narroway, it was nowhere near as 
extensive as claimed in media reports* It is quite likely that most of the 
looting was of an opportunist nature, unconnected with the demonstration, 
occuring after business premises had been damaged by protesters. It must be 
remembered that out of a demonstration of some 5.00G only POO entered the 
Narroway. 

It is with greaL sadness that HGU1A has to conclude in part that the 
organisers of the March Bth demonstration, the HAPTF, failed to stood Uy 
those persons arrested on the evening* Most importantly, the IIAPFF has 
acquiesced in the state's criminalisation ot protest by refusing to stand 
side by srde with these people. The lack of concern for those arrested and 
imprisoned is indicative of the HAPTfs attitude from the very beginning of 
the demonstration, they failed oven to arrange For 'bust cards' to be given 
out, or T.n have solicitors on call. 
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It was left Lu HCUA to set up a tie lend a fits 1 campaign at a meeting on Monday 
March 12th. The campaign's priority was to prepare a defence case and to 
search for witnesses to arrests, a bust fund was established to help pay 
defendants 1 fines* To date the bust fund has raised over £800 mainly 
through the holding of benefits in the Hackney area* 

The success of the campaign can he seen in the verdicts in the cases 
overseen hy HCDA* Of the 25 cases that nave been tried to date (August 3rd 
1990), 14 have been acquitted, nine have been convicted, and two charges 
were dropped on condition that the defendants agreed to be bound over to 
keep the peace, lhese are exceptional results by any standards. As well as 
showing that the police indiscriminately arrested protesters, these 
verdicts demonstrate the important role defence campaigns play In 
challenging the stated criminalisation of protest* 

However, two protesters, Hussell Duxbury and Noil Harding, both received 
prison sentences, of three months and 12 months respectively, for assaults 
on police officers, 

HCDA considers Russell Duxbury and Weil Harding to be political prisoners, 
Tn the last analysis the only reason for their iinprisonment is that they 
demonstrated against the imposition of the poll tan* 


3rd August 1990* 


Further reading* 

Policing in Hackney 1945-1984: 1988, Roach Family Support Committee, Karia 
Press. 

Enough is Enough: 1988, Poster leaflet. Family and Friends of Trevor 
Honorville Campaign* 

Policing against black people: 198?, Institute of Race Relations, 

Death in the city: 1986, Melissa Bonn and Ken Vtorpole, Canary Press. 
Research ip Hackney: 1989, London Borough of Hackney Council, 

"What will happen if l don't pay the poll tax?": 1990, Poll Tax Legal 

Group. 
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fHAFALCAB SQUARE DEFENDANTS’CAMPAIGN 


The Trafalgar Square Defendants' Campaign (TSDC) was set 
up after the national anti-poll tax demonstration of March 
31st 1990, 341 people were arrested after the police 

attacked the demonstration and many more have been 
arrested since in Operation Carnaby. 

If you were arrested on the Trafalgar Square 
demonstration, or have been arrested in subsequent police 
raids, contact the ISDC, If you witnessed any arrests on 
the day, or have any information which can be of help to 
defendants, contact the TSDC, 

The Trafalgar Square Defendants’ Campaign, c/n Haldane 
Society Lawyers, Panther House, 38 Mount Pleasant, London, 
WC1. Telephone 071-833 8988, 




